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Conyers 


quits his 


leadership role 
amid investigation 


BY PAUL KANE 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 
.S. Rep. John Conyers, 
D-Mich., the longest- 
serving member of 
Congress, stepped 
aside as the top Democrat on 
the House Judiciary Committee 
amid growing internal pressure 
as an ethics investigation begins 
into sexual harassment allega- 
tions. 

Conyers, 88, said he would 
not resign from Congress and 
instead would fight the allega- 
tions in the hope of reclaiming 
his spot atop the committee 


ALEX BRANDON AP 
Rep. John Conyers has stepped 
aside as top Democrat on the 
House Judiciary Committee after 
sexual harassment allegations. 


overseeing federal laws and 
other legal issues. “I very much 
look forward to vindicating 
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e Legislative agenda tops censure for 
Moore, Trump says. 4A 

e Franken ashamed amid groping claims, 
will return to work. 7A 


myself and my family before the 
House Committee on Ethics,” 
he wrote in a letter to House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., Sunday. 

Conyers, 88, settled a sexual 
harassment allegation brought 
by a former staffer, leaving her 
on the payroll as a temporary 
employee and paying out just 
under $30,000. 

Pelosi issued a statement 
immediately after Conyers’s 
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SKIER SHIFFRIN CLAIMS WORLD CUP WIN 


announcement: “I particularly 
take any accusation of sexual 
harassment very seriously. Any 
credible accusation must be 
reviewed by the Ethics Commit- 
tee expeditiously. We are at 

a watershed moment on this 
issue.” 

The announcement came 
after days of internal pressure 
on Conyers, particularly from 
Pelosi, to step aside from the 
leadership post, according to a 
senior Democratic aide familiar 
with the process. 

It followed a Sunday morning 
dominated by the sprawling 
issue of sexual harassment and 
assault on the political news 
shows. Initially, on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press,” Pelosi de- 
clined to say whether Conyers 
would suffer any immediate 
penalty over allegations that he 
sexually harassed a junior fe- 
male aide in a case that was 
resolved with a payout to the 
ex-staffer. 

“We are strengthened by due 
process. Just because someone 
is accused - and was it one ac- 
cusation? Is it two? I think there 
has to be - John Conyers is an 
icon in our country,” Pelosi told 
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CHARLES KRUPA AP 


Mikaela Shiffrin hugs her grandmother Pauline Condron as family and friends celebrate around them after Shiffrin won the women’s 
FIS Alpine Skiing World Cup slalom race in Killington, Vt., on Sunday. Shiffrin, the reigning Olympic slalom champion, is a favorite to win 
a gold medal for the United States at the 2018 Winter Olympic Games in PyeongChang, South Korea, in February. 5C 


Added to hurricane’s toll: Guilt and 
heartache for Puerto Ricans who fled 


BY RICK ROJAS 
New York Times 


CENTRAL ISLIP, N.Y. 
She had traded in her new 
normal in Puerto Rico - no elec- 
tricity, no internet, no classes - 
for the suburbs of Long Island 
and the comforts of a Residence 
Inn. Aurelys Alers-Ortiz trav- 
eled with several other Uni- 
versity of Puerto Rico law stu- 
dents who took up Touro Law 
Center’s offer to flee the devas- 


tation of Hurricane Maria and 
finish their semester here. 

But as she returned to the 
rhythms of campus life, with 
lectures on intellectual property 
and copyrights and socializing 
with other students, her mind 
has often been pulled back 
home, where her family has 
stayed and where routines and 
livelihoods remain unraveled by 
the storm. 

“Tm just lying in bed, with 
the air-conditioning,” she said, 
“and thinking of my mom.” 


An influx of Puerto Ricans 
arriving in the continental U.S. 
has swelled in recent weeks, 
now reaching the tens of thou- 
sands, as a sluggish recovery 
compounds the island’s devas- 
tation. Officials in several states 
are grappling with how to ac- 
commodate the needs of the 
newcomers, who require hous- 
ing and health care and are 
enrolling their children in 
school in growing numbers. In 
Florida, which has seen the 
biggest infusion of Puerto Ri- 


cans, the resettlement stands to 
reshape the state’s demograph- 
ics and perhaps its politics. 

But the population shift poses 
a potentially much larger chal- 
lenge for Puerto Rico, as it tries 
to stagger back not just from the 
disastrous toll of Hurricane 
Maria but years of steep eco- 
nomic decline that had left the 
island beleaguered even before 
the storm’s landfall on Sept. 20. 
Many who are leaving are pro- 
fessionals, students and other 
young people who would be 
essential to recovery and setting 
Puerto Rico on a better course. 

“We have a degree of guilt. 
Everyone has a degree of guilt,” 
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Businesses 
in state 

to push for 
a deal on 
‘Dreamers’ 


BY FRANCO ORDONEZ, EMILY 
CADEI AND ANDREA DRUSCH 


fordonez@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

With prospects dimming 
for a deal this year to prevent 
young undocumented im- 
migrants from deportation, 
California business leaders 
and other sympathetic groups 
are planning a massive push 
over the next few weeks to 
force the issue to the top of 
Washington’s agenda. 

Activists see their Decem- 
ber bid as their last, best shot 
to save some 800,000 im- 
migrants, known as “Dream- 
ers,” who are participating in 
the Obama-era Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program. DACA has enabled 
those young people - more 
than a quarter of whom live 
in California - to gain tempo- 
rary legal status and protec- 
tion from deportation. That 
protected status expires 
March 5, 2018, putting their 
worker permits in jeopardy 
and making them vulnerable 
to deportation. 

In California, the impact on 
the economy would be signif- 
icant. Business groups esti- 
mate the state has 188,000 
DACA workers. “Our employ- 
ers are worried about what 
happens if we no longer have 
the DACA protection,” Los 
Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce President and 
CEO Gary Toebben said last 
week on a call with other 
California business leaders. 
“They’ve hired these young 
people and they want to keep 
them as part of the work- 
force.” 

The multiple initiatives to 
save the immigrants starts 
this week, when caravans of 
workers will start arriving in 
Washington. Activists are 
planning rallies in front of the 
White House, sit-ins on Capi- 
tol Hill and other possible 
acts of civil disobedience. 

The business community 
will set up a “war room” 
inside the Capitol where 
Republican and Democratic 
supporters can conduct satel- 
lite interviews with national 
and local press. 

The room will include 
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UNICEF: IMMENSE 
NEED IN YEMEN 


The U.N. child agency 
has flown 1.9 million 
doses of vaccines to war- 
torn Yemen, its first aid 
delivery since a blockade 
tightened Nov. 6. 6A 
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